Code Element Example Decode Notes
1. Identification )
METAR or SPEC) METAR METAR METAR - avlatlon routine repo
> rt, SPEC! - selecled special
Locallon Indleator FAJS Johannesburg Intemational Station four-letler Indicator F y
Dateftime 2910202 fen twenty Zulu on the 29th
2 Wind
- Wind dimc-llon/speed‘ 3 015§Z7KT lhreg one zero deg_ree.s, lifteen knols, max twenty seven knofs Max only given _II 210 KT thaq mean. VRB = variable. D0000KT = calm
Extreme directlon variance | 280V350 varying between two eight zero and thres five zéro degrees Vartallon given in clockwise direclion, but only when mean Speed Is greater than 3 K.
3 Vislhiity , '
Minimum visibility 14008 one thousand four hundred metres to south west 0000 = less than 50 metres. 9999 = ten Kllometras or more, Direction of minimum visibllity given by eight point
compass.
Maximum visibilily G00ON slx thousand matres to the norlh Glven when minimurn visiblity <1 500 m and maximum 5 000 m.
4, RVR R2IRM100 RVR, runway two one right, one thousand one hundred malres RVR tendency (U = increasing, D = decreasing, N = no change) may be added aflerfigure, eg. R21RM100D.
P800 = more than 1500 m, MOO50 = less than 50 m.
Slgnificant variations: eg. R21RI095014100 = varying between the two values,
5. Present weather +SHRA Heavy rain showers = Haavy (well developed in the case of +C and +PO); - = Light; no qualifier = Moderate.
. . BG = Patches BL = Blowing BR = [ist DR = Drifting
DS = Dusistorm DU = Dust DZ = Drizzle FGC = Funnel cloud
FG =Fog FU = Smoke FZ = Freezlng GR = Hall (>5mm)
SR = Small hail or snow pellets HZ = Haze IG = lce crystals
Ml = Shallow PL = lce pellets PO = Dust devlls PR = Banlks
RA =Raln SA = Sand SH = Showers SG = Snow grains
SN = Snow SQ = Squalls 8S = Sandslorm TS = Thunderstorm
VA = Volcanlc Ash VC = In vicinity
Up to three groups may be present, construcled by sslecting and combining from the above, Group omitted If
no weather fo repart, '
6. Cloud FEWD05 few at five hundred feet, SKC = Sy clear (0 oldtas), FEW = few (1-2 oktas), SCT = spattered (34 olias),
BKN025 " broken at two thousand five hundred feet, BKN = brolen (57 oklas), OVG = overcasl.
SCT025CB scattered cumulonimbus at wo thousand five hundred feat, There are only wo cloud types reporled: TCU = towering cumulus and GB = cumulonimbus,
» W /1= slate of sky obscured (cloud base not discemible): Figures In lleu of /// give vertival visibility in
hundreds of faet. Up to hree, but occaslorally more, cloud groups may be given,
1
7 CAVOK (Wil replace CAVOK Cav-oh-kay Visibillty greater or equal to 10 km, no cumulorimbus, no cloud below 5000 ft ar highest MSA (greater) and no
visihilily and cloud groups) weather significant to aviation,
8. Temp and dew point 10003 temperalure ten degrees Celsius, dew point three degress Celsius | If dew point Is missing, example will be reported as 10// /. M03 = minus degrees Celslus,
9, QNH. Q0995 nine nine five hectopascals Q indicates heclopascals. In the USA the fetter A Is used (QNH Is In Inches anq hundredths).
10. Recent weather RETS Recent thunderstorm RE = racent, wealher codes as above. Up to three groups may be present.
11, Trend BECMG FM1100 becoming from 11002 . BECMG = Becoming  TEMPO = Temporarlly NOSIG =Nosigchange  NSW = No sig weather
| 23035G50KT 230 degrees 35 KT, max 50 KT AT =M FM = From TL = Until NSC = No sig cloud
TEWMPQ FNI0&30 temporarily from 0630 : Any of the wind forecast, vislbllty, weather o cloud groups may be used, and CAVOK,
TL 0830 3000 SHRA 1 untl 0830, 3000 metres vigihility, Moderate rain showers, Multiple groups may be present, )




Code Element Example Decode Motes
i Report fype TAF TAF Name for an aerodrome forecast
2 Locatlon FAJS Johanneshurg Intematlonal Statlon 4-letter ICAO Indlcator
3. DatefTime of arigin 1305002 Forthe 131h al oh, five, hundred, Zulu Can be omilled
4, Validity tme 130718 Valid from oh, seven hundred, to, sixteen hundred, on the 13th Zulu
5. Wind 31015G25KT Three one zero degrees filteen, gusting twently five knots G s used if speed Is 10kt or more higher than average for previous 10 min; VRB = Variable; 00000KT = Calm
8. Significant weather -SHRA Light raln showers See present weather table on METAR for detalls; NSW = No slgnificant weather
7 Min visibllity or CAVOK 8000 Eléht kilomefres 9999 = 10 km or more; 0000 = less than 50 melres
8, Cloud FEW005 SCTO10 Few at 500 feet, scalfered al one thousand faet, 8KG = Sky clear (0 okias), FEW = few (1-2 oktas), 8CT = scaltered (3-4 okias),
SCT013CB scattered cumulonimbus at one thousand elght hundred feet, BKN = broken (5-7 oklas), OVC = overcast, (8 ollas)
BKNO25 broken at two thousand five hundred fest W /11=stale of sky obscured.(cloud base not discemible): Figures after /// will give vertical visibillty in
hundreds of feel. NSC = no significant cloud {none below 5000 feet and no GB) CB will be the only cloud type
CAVOK Bame as for METAR, SKC or NSC could also b used, specifled. _
9. leing 620805 Light iclhg In cloud starling at 8000 feat, wifh the leing level 5000 6 = ling indicator, ]
feet thick. Second dlgitIs level of icing: 1=Llght, 2= Light in cloud, 3 = Light in precipitation
4= Modsrate 5 = Mod In cloud, 6 = Mod in precipitation
7= Sevete, 8 = Severe In cloud, 9 = severs In precipltation
NeXi fhree digils Indicate base of Icing level in same format as cloud base, add 00 to get helght AGL, and last
digit indlcates thicknass of Icing layer in thousands of fest
10. Turbulence 512403 Light turbulence with a base height of 24000 feet AGL exfending 5 = Turbulence Indicator.
upwards for 3000 feet. Second digitis level of turbulence:  § = Light,
2= Moderate In clear alr, accasional, 3 = Mod In clear alr, frequent,
4= Mod In cloud, accaslonal, 5 = Mod In claud, frequent
6= Severs, clear air, occaslonal, 7 = Severs, clear air, frequent,
8 = Severe, cloud, occaslonal, 9 = Severs, cloud, frequent
Nent four, sare as for long - base, and Ihickness.
1. Significant changes :
Prababilily PROB3Q 30% probability Normally only 30% or 40% probabilty will be used.
Time ‘1 1416 from fourteen hundred to sixleen hundred Indicates beginning and end ime of forecast period in UTC or Zulu @)
or Also TEMPO = femporarily may be used,
Change Indicator BECWMG 1416 becoming from fourleen hundred lo sixteen hundred
or
FM 1400 from fourteen hundred to sixteen hundred
Met. groups TSRA BKNO10CB Thunderstorm with rain, broken cumulonimbus at one thousand Met, group follows Indlcating a change in some or all of the elemants faracast I the firat part of the TAF
_ foet )
12, Temperature
Mexlmum TX2TH2Z Maximum lemperature of 27°C expected at 12002 The leller X Is used to denole the maXimum femperature
Minlmum TN16/06Z Minfmum temperature of 16°C expecled at 6007

The leflerN Is used 1o denote miNImum lempsrature
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